Welcome to the world
of Mashpi Lodge, a luxury
cocoon in the clouds.
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An Encounter with the Extraordinary
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A World Waiting to be Discovered
Shafts of light filter through the canopy… The aroma of forest plants and
flowers... The swirl of clouds through branches and trees... The sound
of rain drops cascading onto leaves... This is the world of the forests
on the western slopes of the Andes Mountains, regarded as one of the
most biologically-diverse ecosystems on the planet. Everywhere you
look, you find life, in all its varied, surprising and multi-coloured forms.
Nowhere is this truer than within the Masphi Rainforest Biodiversity
Reserve. The Reserve enjoys a privileged position, harbouring both
cloudforest and rainforest. A profusion of plant and animal species has
adapted to these environments, creating an incredibly rich ecosystem
which is still revealing its secrets to science, still mysterious, still
magical.
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In the Heart of the Andean Rainforest, a Gateway to Diversity
The Mashpi reserve is located a mere three hours to the northwest of Ecuador’s capital, Quito – the first city named
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO – and is accessible via paved and unpaved roads.
Mashpi Lodge is set within a 1,300-hectare (3,200-acre) private reserve, which is part of the globally important
bio-region: the Tumbez-Chocó-Darien. The area around the reserve is world-famous as a biodiversity ‘hotspot’,
particularly when it comes to flora and avifauna.
The reserve occupies much of the land that was previously part of a logging concession. It was purchased in 1997.
Over the following years, more land was added until the forest was legally registered as a private protected forest.
Eventually, the project’s inceptors turned their dream into reality with the building of the lodge itself –in fact, on the
very site of the mill which once whined with the sawing of the forest’s trees.
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The Mashpi Experience

“The whole glory of these forests
could only be seen by sailing
gently in a balloon over the
undulating flowery surface above:
such a treat is perhaps reserved
for the traveller of a future age.”

The Mashpi experience is about discovering life
in the tree tops, trekking along trails, listening
to animal calls, absorbing each and every colour,
bathing in pure waterfalls, spotting butterflies and
birds, encountering amazing creatures, or simply
relaxing with a view of clouds playing hide-andseek with the forest. Share our passion for the
awe-inspiring rainforest and explore it, as nature
comes alive before your eyes.

Alfred Russel Wallace, 19th century British naturalist and explorer, best known for independently
proposing a theory of natural selection.
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Forest Giant Owl
Caligo eurilochus
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The Fascinating World of
Mashpi Creatures
The forest ecosystem of Mashpi hosts hundreds bird species, possibly thousands
of orchid species, tens of thousands of insect species, as well as monkeys,
peccaries and even puma. The camera traps installed and the field work carried
out by our team of on-site biologists have produced many exciting sightings since
the project’s inception.
Enter this realm and one’s eye soon spots flitting colourful wings, such as the
amazing, electric-blue Morpho butterfly. These can be observed at the butterfly
exhibition centre, where at night, one can also enjoy the amazing nocturnal show
of dozens of multi-hued moths.
The rivers and rivulets, waterfalls and hilly terrain around Mashpi make perfect
habitats for dozens of species of amphibians, with new and very rare individuals
discovered to date. They come in all sorts of marvellous and eye-catching forms,
and all sorts of sizes, from the tiny to the titan, including beautiful, other-worldly
glass frogs. These are just some of the mysteries and delights that await in the
forest.
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Discover the World of Birds
Mashpi rewards the curious with sightings of amazing avian species.
Take hummingbirds: these unfailingly busy flying machines buzz from
flower to flower at speeds of up to 115 kilometres per hour (70 miles per
hour), their wings flapping at up to 80 beats per second. An incredible
sight!
And then there are flocks of chattering parrots to spot, or sightings of
multi-hued toucans up in the canopy… In this small region northwest of
Quito, you can spot an estimated – and staggering – 500 species (about
half the total for all of Europe, and a third of all of the five-country
Amazon Basin), including some 36 endemics – birds found here and
absolutely nowhere else.
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Chocó Toucan
Ramphastos brevis
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Sobralia
Sobralia pulcherrima
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Orchid Seduction
The environment around Mashpi Lodge provides ideal conditions for
what are commonly called ‘air plants’ because they do not root in soil,
but rather grow on living plants. The most beautiful of these plants are
orchids, bromeliads and gesnerias, ‘the violet of the Tropics’. Ecuador is
home to 4,000 known orchid species – a thousand of them discovered
in the past 12 years alone – more than any other country in the world,
despite its small size. Within the Reserve, natural gardens and trails
will allow you to explore the amazing variety and beauty of these most
beguiling of plants.
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“The real voyage of discovery consists not in
seeking new landscapes but in having new
eyes.”
French writer Marcel Proust
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Guided Nature Walks
As one enters the realm of the rainforests, one becomes aware of life at
every step: mushrooms and “fox fire” fungi below, tree trunks festooned
with liverworts, lichens and mosses, giant ferns reaching up to the light
above, swirling mists and clouds of moisture. And then, from nowhere,
comes the sound of rushing water, a waterfall amid this glistening, green
world, where senses are revived and new perspectives gained.
The trails are designed for a complete vision and understanding of the
various life-zones and types of forest within the Reserve.
Trained local guides and expert naturalists explore this world with guests,
bringing the reserve’s riches to life through their explanations of its flora
and fauna’s behaviours, adaptations and medicinal uses. Exciting guided
night walks through the reserve reveal an altogether different side of the
magic of the rainforest: true nocturnal adventures.
Lectures by the team of naturalist guides are part of everyday activities,
allowing guests a more in-depth understanding of the ecosystem and the
science at work within the Reserve.
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The Lodge: a Contemporary Hideaway
Mashpi Lodge was designed as a private getaway, the ideal springboard
for exploring the biodiverse world of its Reserve. It combines the highest
standards of comfort, service and cuisine that today’s most discerning
travellers expect.
Located on a plateau, the Lodge’s architecture allows guests breathtaking
views of the forest from nearly every angle. Built of glass and steel with
the latest techniques in sustainable building, it blends mimetically and
beautifully with its surroundings: the forest is at-once incredibly close yet
comfortably at a distance.
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The Lodge features contemporary design and décor, mixing warm earth
tones and clean lines: a cosy cocoon amid the forest. Its ample public
areas, lounges, dining room, massage room and Jacuzzi are all perfect for
contemplation and relaxation, with huge picture windows making guests
feel part of their surroundings, where, at night, the only lights are the
dance of myriad fireflies.
The Lodge is intimate, accommodating a maximum of 44 guests in 22
ample rooms, three of which are suites. For those travelling with friends
or family, connecting rooms are available.
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Chocó Cuisine
Inspired by the rainforest and the
huge diversity found in Ecuador,
our chefs excel in preparing
gourmet dishes that combine
locally-grown ingredients such as
plantain or chocolate, as well as
experimenting with an endless
variety of delicious fruits:
mandarinas, guavas, naranjillas...
The finest fresh organic produce,
complemented by a carefullyselected wine list.
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Commitment to the Community
From the start, the Mashpi project has sought successfully
to work hand-in-hand with the Reserve’s surrounding
community.
Through Ecuador’s Ministry of Production, the Mashpi
project has implemented an innovative programme
in which an association made up of the surrounding
population as well as Lodge employees will become
shareholders in the Lodge.
Fully operational, the Lodge will be an important jobprovider in the area. Eighty per cent of its employees will
come from nearby communities, integrated through a
comprehensive training programme.
In May 2011, the Municipality of Quito declared a massive
17,000-hectare (42,000-acre) protected forest around the
Mashpi Reserve, a sign of the project’s positive impact on
the region and its long-term sustainability.
2424

Toucan Barbet
Semnornis ramphastinus
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Velvet-purple coronet
Boissonneaua jardini

Mashpi Lodge Information
ACCOMMODATION
22 total rooms – 44 guests
• 3 Yaku suites of 37-square metre (400-sq ft), each with Philippe Starck bathtubes - with-a-view, all with king-size beds.
• 15 Wayra rooms of 34 sq m (366 sq ft), each with two full-size beds.
• 4 Wayra rooms of 34 sq m (366 sq ft), each with a king size bed.
Three pairs of inter-connecting Wayra rooms: each with a king-size bed connected with two full-size beds.
SERVICES & FACILITIES
• Rubber boots, rain ponchos and binoculars supplied
• Massage and treatment room
• Laundry service
• Luxury bathroom amenities
• Terrace
• Reading/briefings room
• WiFi throughout
• Dining room & Bar
USEFUL MASHPI FACTS
• Distance from Quito: 110 km (69 miles)
• Temperature: 22°C/71°F, max day 25 ° C/77°F, min night 18C/64F. Water temperature in rivers and pools: 20C/68F
• Rainfall: 6,000 mm (236 inches) annually
• Months with least rainfall: July to September
• Altitude: 1,500-900 metres a.s.l 5,000 to 3,000 ft)
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Listen to the river tell its tale of
becoming, listen to the wind bring
news from afar, listen to the birds
and the insects and the butterflies
flutter, listen to your heart, lulled to
a rhythm where all seems to make
sense.
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